THE  LETTEKS  OF  KING  HENRY  VIII

A similar protest was sent to Paget, English ambassador at
Paris,1 to be conveyed to Francis, to prevent him, if possible^
from aiding the Scots.

xv.To PAGET

[Dec. 4, 1542.]

TRUSTY AND RIGHT WELL BELOVED, we greet you well.   And
herewithall we send unto you the copy of a declaration, which we
have caused to be made and published to the world touching
the grounds and causes of the war now open between us and
Scotland; -the discourse whereof being well noted and imprinted
in your mind,  albeit you shall be well  able to declare and
prove that this war was first procured and moved by the Scots,
and how we were enforced to the same, before we would in any
wise enter in it; yet, forasmuch as the Scots have sithens sought
all ways and means possible how to heap and amass injury upon
injury against us, and, like most cruel and barbarous people,
have not only refused to render for ransom such prisoners as they
took when we were in treaty of peace with them, but also have
most cruelly and pitifully, contra jus gentium, and against all
laws of arms and order used amongst Princes, to the most per-
nicious example and extreme danger of all ministers, slain and
murdered Somerset, one of our heralds at arms, being sent with
letters to the King of Scots from our Lieutenant for delivery of
the said prisoners, as he was returning homewards, with their
answer of refusal of the same, as by certain copies sent unto you
herewith you shall perceive; we have thought meet to will and
command you upon the receipt hereof to make your access to our
good brother the French King, and after our most hearty com-
mendations to declare to the same, both how the said Scots did
provoke and enforce us to this war at the beginning, and how
they have since in the refusal to render our prisoners for ransom,
contrary to the order ever used in wars between England and
Scodand till this day, as themselves do confess, and in this

1 b. 1505, d, 1563.   A man of ability, who rose steadily, and became a
member of the Privy Council in 1543.   During the last years of the reign
he and Hertford were probably Henry's most trusted advisers.   Henry's
appointed him one of the governors of Edward VL